
 

 

 

 
 
June 11, 2014 
 
 
 
Barbara Leslie 
President/CEO 
Oakland Chamber of Commerce 
475 14th Street, Ste. 100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Via email: bleslie@oaklandchamber.com 
 
Dear Barbara; 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the Lift Up Oakland Coalition has submitted signatures to the City 
Clerk for verification of its initiative to establish an Oakland minimum wage of $12.25, set a 
base of 5 or 9 sick days provided by the employer (depending on size) and protect against wage 
theft. 
 
Endorsed by more than 45 community organizations that represent thousands of Oaklanders and 
submitted with the signatures of more than 33,000 Oakland voters, our initiative is the result of a 
truly grassroots and popular effort.  
 
We are aware, however, of your continuing efforts to place a competing measure on the ballot, 
but we believe that a conflict over dueling measures is not inevitable.  
 
Instead of engaging in a potentially destructive political campaign, we propose that you join with 
us to promote Oakland businesses and build an economy that is strong, sustainable and fair.  
 
Some of the activities on which we could collaborate are: 
 

• Working to establish a City business assistance center that assists employers in obtaining 
permits and navigating the bureaucracy; 

• Promoting your Chamber-housed Alameda County Small Business Development Center to 
underserved areas and industries; 

• Reaching out to utilities and other entities that provide needed services to encourage them to 
enhance and improve their customer service to Oakland businesses. 
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Our combined networks and relationships in Oakland could make a great deal possible. An 
adversarial relationship is not inevitable and not in the best interest of Oakland. We are offering 
to work with you to make Oakland a better environment for businesses to locate and grow.  
 
We look forward to discussing these ideas and others with you in the near future.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
The Lift Up Oakland Coalition 
 
 
 
cc: Assemblymember Rob Bonta 

Oakland Mayor Jean Quan 
 Oakland City Council 


