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From: Ana María Archila, Andrew Friedman, & Brian Kettenring
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Subject: Local gains for immigrants, protecting workers & more: CPD this month
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2014 12:47:00 PM


Municipal IDs: CPD on Path to Victory


 
New York's Mayor de Blasio used his first State of the City address to
announce plans for a new "City ID" program, making identification
available to all city residents -- regardless of citizenship status, race,
or economic means -- that will be accepted as proof of identity by key
institutions throughout the city.
 
Municipal ID cards are an important step toward raising the quality of
life for vulnerable and marginalized residents, including immigrants,
and Mayor de Blasio's proposal will make a powerful difference for
thousands of New Yorkers. Increasingly, identification requirements
gate-keep almost every aspect of daily life – from opening a bank
account to gaining hospital admission, from picking up a package at
the post office to picking up your children at school.
 
The Center for Popular Democracy has
been on the front lines of this initiative to
improve quality of life for immigrants
and other vulnerable populations. Our
recent report, "Who We Are: Municipal ID
Cards as a Local Strategy to
Promote Belonging and Shared
Community Identity," which surveys the
results of similar programs in other
municipalities, found that municipal ID
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programs can improve police-community
relationships and increase access to
social services for vulnerable residents.
 
Continue to the full article.
 
 


Save the Date! CPD's Annual Gala
 
We're excited to announce our Gala this year, the first since our
merger to create a stronger Center for Popular Democracy. The Gala
will take place:
 
Thursday, March 27, 2014
6:00-8:00 PM
Washington, DC
 
We're proud to be honoring:                And celebrating:


Mary Kay Henry                                    Tefere Gebre
President,                                                Executive Vice President,
SEIU                                                         AFL-CIO
 
To purchase a ticket or for more information visit:
http://www.populardemocracy.org/gala.
 
 


Protecting Workers and Ending Wage Theft
in New York State
 
CPD is working closely with Make the Road NY and other partners to
combat wage theft.
 
In 2010, New York workers won a significant victory with the passage
of the Wage Theft Prevention Act, which increased penalties and
improved notice requirements to stop the scourge of stolen wages
from low-wage workers. But the passage of the act was only half the
fight.


Immigration Advocates
Praise de Blasio's Proposal
for Municipal ID Program
2.12.14, NY1
 
Immigration Advocates
Applaud Mayor Bill  de
Blasio’s ID Card Plan
2.11.14, CBS New York
 
CAMPAIGN NEWS
 
New York City's
Undocumented Immigrants
Will Get Municipal IDs, Says
Mayor de Blasio
2.10.14, Huffington Post
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Local Progress, from
Pittsburgh to Seattle


 
A new wave of progressive
big-city elected officials has
taken office in recent
months and they are re-
shaping the national
dialogue. From Seattle to
Pittsburgh and New York
City to Minneapolis, mayors
and city legislators are
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The NY Department of Labor (NYDOL) currently lacks the resources
to make a dent in the wage theft epidemic. In New York City alone,
wage theft results in nearly $1 billion being taken out of the pockets of
low-wage workers every year. Yet since the 1960’s and 1970’s, the
number of NYDOL investigators per capita has plummeted.
 
Continue to the full article.
 
 


Home Defenders: Local Principal
Reduction Helps Homeowners Fight
Foreclosure
 


 
The Home Defenders League, a national coalition of underwater
homeowners and community organizations housed at the Center for
Popular Democracy, has announced its newest campaign:
FightingForeclosures.org.
 
FightingForeclosures.org is a new “crowdfunding” hub, allowing
underwater homeowners and their allies to invest directly in organizing
Local Principal Reduction (LPR) campaigns in cities around the
nation. The website raises funds to be spent on organizing for LPR
programs and hosts videos that explain the program to neighborhood
leaders and homeowners.
 
In a Local Principal Reduction program, the city works with private
investors to acquire a set of the worst, hardest to fix underwater
mortgages (called “Private Label Securities” or PLS) and refinances
them to restore home equity. If banks refuse to cooperate, cities may
use their legal authority of eminent domain to buy the bad mortgages
at fair market value and then reset them to current value.
 
Continue to the full article.


 


 


Celebrating Our Partners
 


 


Organizing for Voting Rights in Delaware
 


pushing a reform agenda to
combat inequality and
expand inclusion.
 
Many of these elected
officials are part of Local
Progress, the municipal
policy network founded in
2012 by CPD, SEIU, and
the Public Leadership
Institute. Local Progress is
helping advance a
progressive policy agenda
in cities around the country
by helping elected officials
share their best practices,
build solidarity across cities,
and coordinate their work to
elevate key issues into the
national dialogue.
 
Seattle Mayor and Local
Progress member Ed
Murray is currently
considering raising the
minimum wage for all
workers in the city to $15
per hour, a groundbreaking
effort that could transform
the national debate about
inequality and good jobs.
 
Continue to the full article.


 


CPD Supports
Universal Pre-K
 
The Center for Popular
Democracy has joined an
exciting new campaign to
continue and deepen our
investment in New York
City’s children. UPKNYC is
the campaign to pass the
city's plan to tax the
wealthiest New Yorkers to
fund universal pre-K for all
four-year-olds and after-
school programs for all
middle school students.
 
Study after study has
proven the efficacy of early
childhood education and
after-school programs.
These programs increase
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CPD and our partner organization the Delaware Alliance for
Community Advancement (DACA), along with allies at Demos and
Common Cause Delaware are leading the fight to bring Same Day
Registration (SDR) to the Diamond State this year. 171,000
Delawareans missed the state’s 24-day, pre-election voter registration
deadline last November.  
 
Research shows that SDR can increase participation by as much as
14% among young people. Same Day Registration is particularly
useful for low-income voters and people that frequently move.  
 
African Americans have also been found to take advantage of SDR at
high proportions. In Delaware where Black voter turnout lagged behind
the white vote by 6%, and the vote among 18-24 year olds was a
whopping 24% lower than the state average, SDR could have a
significant impact in closing these disparities.
 
Continue to the full article.
 
 


Hawaii Organizers Ensure Greater 
Access to Driver's Licenses
 
CPD’s state partner in Hawaii, Faith Action for Community Equity
(FACE), scored a major victory this month in persuading Governor
Abercrombie and the Department of Transportation to offer drivers
tests in additional languages.  
 
Beginning March 17, all island DMVs will offer the written test in 12
additional languages besides English: Spanish, Tongan, Samoan,
Japanese, Mandarin, Hawaiian, Korean, Vietnamese, Tagalog,
Ilocano, Chuukese and Marshallese.
 
This is a huge victory for Hawaii's families who have faced hardships
for years due to Hawaii's previous "English-Only" policy.
 
Continue to the full article.
 


cognition, boost scores,
increase high school
graduation rates, increase
home ownership, reduce
the probability of grade
repetition, and produce
other beneficial outcomes
that put children on an
upward educational path.
 
It is for these reasons that
CPD and our partners have
campaigned for early
childhood education and
after-school programs in
NYC and other cities all
over the country. We
support the UPKNYC plan,
and it’s up to all of us to
continue to build that
groundswell. It won’t be
easy; but your energy, your
hope, and your hard work
will change New York City
for years to come.
 
Learn more and join the
campaign at
http://upknyc.org.


 


Visit our website to learn more and to support our work.


  Follow us on Facebook!              Forward to a friend »              Twitter


The Center for Popular Democracy promotes equity, opportunity, and a dynamic democracy in partnership with innovative base-
building organizations, organizing networks and alliances, and progressive unions across the country. CPD builds the strength


and capacity of democratic organizations to envision and advance a pro-worker, pro-immigrant, racial justice agenda.


This message was sent to snosakhare@oaklandnet.com from:


The Center for Popular Democracy | 802 Kent Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11205, USA
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From: Brian Kettenring
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: Protecting workers and more: CPD this month
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 11:29:52 AM


CPD Helps Build Momentum for Paid Sick
Days Legislation Across the Country


Yesterday, Newark became the second city in New Jersey to pass Paid Sick Days and the eighth city nationwide.
 


Earlier this month, New York City Mayor Bill  de Blasio stood with City
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito to announce legislation that
will significantly expand the city’s Earned Sick Time law, providing
important protections to New York workers and improving the city’s
public health.
 
The law was originally passed last May with the help of a broad
coalition of advocates and community organizations, including the
Center for Popular Democracy (CPD), which, along with A Better
Balance, has served as legal counsel to the coalition. Mayor de Blasio
and Speaker Mark-Viverito announced their plan to immediately
expand the protections of the law and to provide for more aggressive
enforcement. 
 
As CPD's Deputy Director Amy Carroll and Make the Road New
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York's Co-Executive Director Javier Valdés write in the Gotham
Gazette, "Their decision is a concrete move to confront and alleviate
inequality, and bodes well for all  New Yorkers, especially low-income
workers and their families who live paycheck to paycheck." Read their
full Op-Ed here.
 
And just yesterday, the City Council of Newark, NJ, voted
unanimously to become the nation’s seventh municipality to enact a
paid sick days law, and the second in New Jersey following Jersey
City.
 
Continue to the full article.
 
 


CPD's Deputy Director Nisha Agarwal to
Launch New Immigrant Justice Initiative
 


Nisha Agarwal, a CPD founding staffmember, will be launching a new initiative.
 
We’re both saddened and proud to announce that our Deputy Director
and Co-Founder Nisha Agarwal is leaving the Center for Popular
Democracy's (CPD) staff to launch a new initiative: the Immigrant
Justice Corps (IJC).
 
The IJC will be the largest expansion of immigration legal assistance
in New York City’s history. Inspired by Chief Judge Robert Katzmann
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, the IJC will have
nearly 100 of the most talented young lawyers and college graduates
serving nearly 15,000 individuals every year for legal matters,
including naturalization, deportation defense, applications for asylum,
and human trafficking.
 
“It’s a very simple concept, but it’s one that will not only ensure
fairness for immigrants but will infuse our legal system with a
generation of lawyers committed to serving those in need,” said Judge
Katzmann in an article in the New York Times.
 
We will miss seeing Nisha daily in the CPD office, but she will not be
far. We look forward to working closely with the IJC to ensure that
immigration status is no longer a barrier to equity and opportunity.
 
IJC will begin its work in New York City and will offer a powerful model
that can be scaled nationwide to fight poverty and improve access to
justice for millions of new Americans and aspiring citizens.
 
Read more about the IJC here:  www.justicecorps.org.


CPD Officially Merges


 


CPD IN THE NEWS
 
Seeking Better Legal Help
for Immigrants
1.28.2014, New York Times
 
Occupy the Minimum Wage:
Will Young People Restore
the Strength of Unions?
1.26.2014, The Guardian
 
Mayor Signals New Future
with Paid Sick Days Move
1.23.2014, Gotham Gazette
 
Economic Inequality: Safe
Words, at Last
12.13.2013, OZY
 
CAMPAIGN NEWS
 
Leaders Begin City’s Left
Turn with Sick Pay Proposal
1.17.2014, New York Times
 
Why You Should Care That
Newark Just Passed a Paid
Sick Leave Bill
1.28.2014, Slate
 
Paid Sick Leave Now
Mandatory for Most
Businesses in Jersey City
1.24.2014, The Jersey
Journal
 
De Blasio, Mark-Viverito
Announce Paid Sick Leave
Expansion Plan
1.17.2014, NY1
 
Eminent Domain: A Long
Shot Against Blight
1.17.2014, New York Times
 
Wall Street Group
Aggressively Lobbied a
Federal Agency to Thwart
Eminent Domain Plans
1.17.2014, The Nation
 
How to Build an Anti-Poverty
Movement, From the
Grassroots Up
1.21.2014, The Nation
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Organizing Helps Secure Billions for
Struggling Homeowners from Wall Street
 


Five years after the housing crisis, 19% of mortgages are still deeply underwater.
 
A year ago, the effort to hold Wall Street legally accountable for the
mortgage crises seemed to have sputtered out for lack of support at
the top of the Justice Department.
 
Rather than give up, however, determined organizers ramped up
pressure in a campaign to reclaim at least some of the wealth that has
been robbed from communities of color and others in the mortgage
crisis. In May 2013, the Home Defenders League (HDL), a
membership organization of struggling homeowners with more than
two dozen partners, including the Center for Popular Democracy
(CPD), Alliance for a Just Society, Right to the City Alliance, Action for
the Common Good and Occupy Homes, staged a dramatic 500
person Justice to Justice Rally and week of action in Washington, DC.
 
The Campaign for a Fair Settlement, a project of CPD and state
partners, continued to stoke public outrage at the de facto federal “Too
Big to Jail” policy--ultimately leading to historic results. At the end of
2013, the Department of Justice responded to public outrage with
increased enforcement activity and announced a record $13
billion settlement with JPMorgan Chase.
 
Continue to the full article.
 
 


CPD and ACLU Litigation Reveals Wall
Street's Influence Over Housing Policy
 
As reported by The Nation last week, the Center for Popular
Democracy's (CPD) litigation against the federal government has
revealed close collaboration between Wall Street lobbyists and top
federal officials.
 
In October, CPD helped 10 of our partners file a Freedom of
Information Act Request seeking all communications between the
major Wall Street banks and the Federal Housing Finance Agency
(FHFA) about the plans of cities like Richmond, CA, to reduce
foreclosures and homeowner debt and stimulate local economies
through the use of eminent domain. For the 15.7 million homeowners
"underwater," or owing more on their homes than they are worth,
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Pilot Deportation
Defense Program off
to a Strong Start
 
Last year, the Center for
Popular Democracy (CPD)
and its partners secured a
$500,000 grant from the
New York City Council to
pilot the New York
Immigrant Family Unity
Project, the nation’s first-
ever public defender
program for immigrants who
are detained and facing
deportation, and a major
step forward for New York.
 
This pilot program,
launched in November and
staffed by attorneys from
The Bronx Defenders and
Brooklyn Legal Services, is
already taking bold steps to
protect immigrant residents
from detentions and
permanent deportations.
 
In just the first nine days of
intake, the attorneys have
undertaken representation
in 62 cases. They have
obtained release for nine
clients, and two more New
Yorkers were freed after
NYIFUP lawyers won their
cases. As the New York
Times observed, the
NYIFUP pilot is producing
real benefits for both New
Yorkers who would
otherwise lack quality
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eminent domain could help homeowners remain in their homes.
 
The FHFA failed to respond to our FOIA request and in December we
partnered with the ACLU to sue the agency to force a response.
 
In response, FHFA turned over numerous friendly emails from one of
Wall Street's primary lobbying arms - the Securities Industry and
Financial Markets Association (SIFMA) - to top agency officials at the
FHFA.
 
Continue to the full article.
 


 


Celebrating Our Partners
 


 


Minimum Wage Movement in Maryland


Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley supporting a raise in the minimum wage.
 
CPD’s state partners in Maryland – CASA de Maryland and
Communities United (CU) – have helped to build a powerful coalition
of labor, community, and faith allies, that is driving an aggressive
campaign to raise the state’s minimum wage in 2014, which the
Governor has thrown full support behind.
 
While Maryland has the highest percentage of millionaires in the
nation, the current minimum wage remains at the base federal level of
$7.25 per hour, or only $15,000 per year for a full-time worker. Raise
Maryland’s legislation would raise the minimum wage to $10.10 per
hour by 2016, indexing it to inflation, and raise the wage for tipped
workers from 50-70% of the prevailing wage. 
 
On the front lines of grassroots organizing, workers and community
members organized by CASA and CU have helped lead actions
demanding fair pay and raising the campaign’s profile. Those actions
range from dropping “Raise the Wage!” banners over highway
overhangs to leading press conferences, as well as direct actions at
Walmart and last week’s 400-person campaign launch featuring the
Governor. Over the coming months, the fight continues, but Maryland
could see higher wages in 90 days thanks to the critical efforts of


representation and the
immigration courts
themselves.
 
Continue to the full article.


 


The NEW Center for
Popular Democracy
 
On Jan. 1, the Center for
Popular Democracy and
The Leadership Center for
the Common Good merged
to create the newly
strengthened Center for
Popular Democracy (CPD).
The organizations’ sister c4
organizations also merged
to create a newly powerful
Action for the Common
Good.
 
Planning for 2014 is well
underway. CPD staff met
with representatives from
our 30 core partner
organizations in late 2013
for a 3-day retreat to
discuss vision, campaign,
and strategy for pushing a
progressive agenda in the
coming year.
 
Earlier this month, the
combined CPD staff – made
up of nearly 40 individuals
in New York, Illinois,
California, Minnesota, and
Washington, DC –
convened to discuss
organizational goals and
ambitions for 2014.
 
It is our shared vision that
the new CPD will help
change the field of
community organizing,
creating new strength, scale
and reach to advance a
pro-worker, pro-immigrant,
racial and economic justice
agenda.
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CASA, CU, and Raise Maryland.
 


 


Visit our website to learn more and to support our work.


  Follow us on Facebook!              Forward to a friend »              Twitter


The Center for Popular Democracy promotes equity, opportunity, and a dynamic democracy in partnership with innovative base-
building organizations, organizing networks and alliances, and progressive unions across the country. CPD builds the strength


and capacity of democratic organizations to envision and advance a pro-worker, pro-immigrant, racial justice agenda.


This message was sent to snosakhare@oaklandnet.com from:


The Center for Popular Democracy | 802 Kent Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11205, USA
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Cities Lead on Raising Wages
 


Workers rally in cities across the country demanding a minimum wage raise.
 
As the country slowly recovers from the recession, many workers are
still struggling just to get by, working low-wage jobs to support their
families. In the past, most minimum wage standards have been
passed by Congress and state legislatures. But recently, as
conservatives have captured many state legislatures and the US
House, the momentum for increasing the minimum wage has begun
to shift to municipalities.
 
This year, advocates and elected officials in cities across the country
are fighting for an increase to the minimum wage. Washington, DC
raised the minimum wage to $11.50. Los Angeles and Seattle are
considering increasing their minimum wage to around $15, which
would be the highest in the country. In March, a minimum wage
increase will be on the Chicago ballot, thanks to organizations like the
Action Now Institute. San Diego, San Francisco, Oakland, and
Richmond, CA are also looking at increasing the minimum wage. 
New York City advocates are seeking authorization from NY State to
set a higher city minimum wage. And now that cities have paved the
way, states like Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, and Maryland are also
considering a minimum wage increase.
 
Local Progress wants to support cities and towns looking to increase
their minimum wage. If you’re interested in talking to someone about
legislation, support, and campaigning around this issue, please click
here.
 
 


Momentum on Paid Sick Days


In This Issue:


NJ & NYC Paid Sick Days
 
Defending Women's Rights
 
Lawsuit Reveals Wall
Street's Housing Abuse


Spotlight: Melissa Mark-
Viverito
 
Fossil Fuel Divestment


 


New Brief: Improving
Internet Access
 


Download the latest policy brief
 
All across the nation,
communities are limited to
internet access that is
unreliable, slow, and
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Continues in NYC and Newark
 


Local Progress' Josie Duffy stands with New Jerseyans for earned sick days.
 
After a 2013 that saw progress on workers’ rights to paid sick days in
cities across the country, the first month of 2014 suggests that this
year will be even better.
 
On Jan. 28, the city of Newark, NJ became the nation’s seventh
municipality to enact paid sick days. The Newark City Council passed
a robust law that guarantees paid sick days to all workers, regardless
of the size of their employer.
 
Earlier this month on Jan. 17, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, both Local
Progress members, stood together and announced legislation that
will significantly expand the city’s law, providing important protections
to hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers and improving the city’s
public health.
 
The proposed expansion would give paid leave to all workers whose
employers have at least five or more employees, eliminate the long
phase-in period, and close a loophole that exempted manufacturing
workers. The expansion will cover an additional 240,000 workers who
are currently eligible only for unpaid leave and 60,000 workers who
would have otherwise had to wait until  2015 for their paid leave
benefits to kick in. The City Council is expected to vote on the bill in
the coming weeks.
 
“This City Hall is going be on the side of working families all over this
city,” said Mayor de Blasio, as he announced the measure.
 
 


Litigation Reveals Wall Street’s
Influence Over Housing Policy
 
Over the past half a decade, millions of homes have been foreclosed
on due to harmful Wall Street practices. Many of these struggling
families have looked to the government, only to find federal and state
policies that simply haven’t been strong enough to provided
widespread relief. Now, as cities like Richmond, CA lead the way on
foreclosure prevention policy, the federal government is threatening
to stand in their way.
 
In October, the Center for Popular Democracy, along with ten other
groups, filed a Freedom of Information Act Request seeking all
communications between the major Wall Street banks and the
Federal Housing Finance Association (FHFA) about the plans of cities
like Richmond to reduce foreclosures and debt through the use of
eminent domain. After the FHFA failed to respond to the request, the
ACLU and the Center for Popular Democracy sued the FHFA.
 
As reported by The Nation last week, the litigation has revealed
documents showing intimate ties between members of Wall Street’s
elite lobbyists and top officials who set housing policy, including
numerous friendly emails from one of Wall Street’s primary lobbying
arms – the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association


expensive. In many places
there is little competition from
internet providers, meaning
that companies can
overcharge for bad service.
This lack of quality internet
access has serious
implications for economic
and educational development
and equity.
 
Local Progress has teamed
up with the Institute for Local
Self-Reliance on a policy
brief that discusses the best
strategies for improving
municipal Internet access.
The brief discusses the
problems with the way
Internet is currently provided
and highlights a variety of
solutions and innovative
strategies that cities should
consider.  For more
information on how cities can
invest in their technological
future and provide affordable,
high quality Internet access,
please click here.


 


Austin, TX and
Madison, WI Defend
Women's Rights
 
Last year, the Texas state
legislature enacted
unprecedented restrictions to
abortion access. This year,
three members of the Austin
City Council, including Local
Progress member Laura
Morrison, are fighting back.
 
Morrison and her colleagues
have publicly supported the
Women’s Health Protection
Act, a proposed federal
statute that would ban any
state restrictions on abortion
services, thereby making the
Texas restrictions illegal.
They have also written a
letter to Congress to offer
official support for the Act,
which stated, “It is our duty to
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(SIFMA) – to top agency officials at the FHFA.
 
Ed Demarco, the former acting-head of the FHFA, was known for his
cozy relationship with the banks and his threats to take action against
policies that could help stem the tide of foreclosures. But wasn’t until
the Senate majority’s decision late last year to eliminate filibusters
that Congressman Mel Watt was finally able to replace the pro-Wall
Street DeMarco on January 6.
 
Advocates hope that the new leadership at FHFA will prioritize the
needs of homeowners over the profit margins of the big banks and
will permit localities to pursue principal reduction strategies free from
threats.
 
Please contact Local Progress if you’re interested in local foreclosure
prevention or principal reductions strategies.
 
 


Spotlight: Local Progress Members
 


 


Melissa Mark-Viverito Elected Speaker
of the New York City Council
 
Local Progress Board Member
Melissa Mark-Viverito was recently
elected as the Speaker of the New
York City Council, adding even more
strength to the city’s progressive
leadership. Mark-Viverito is the first
Puerto Rican and Latina to hold a
citywide elected position, and
represents the 8th district, including
El Barrio/East Harlem and the South
Bronx. 
 
Speaker Mark-Viverito was born and raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Her late father was a physician and her mother was the founder of a
feminist group in Puerto Rico. Mark-Viverito attended college at
Columbia, and spent the years following college mentoring young
Latinos and working for SEIU 1199, which represents hundreds of
thousands of health care workers. Her experiences fed her propensity
towards direct action and political activism. She beat an incumbent
councilmember in 2005 and focused on advocating for gay rights,
immigration, and labor.
 
On the Council, Mark-Viverito has been known for being both
progressive and pragmatic, challenging the former administration from
the left. In her campaign to build a majority coalition of NYC Council
behind a progressive platform, Mark-Viverito partnered with Local
Progress Board Member Brad Lander, whose leadership and vision
was recently profiled by the New York Times. As Speaker, she wants
to continue advancing a robust agenda for working-class New
Yorkers.
 
“I will continue to be collaborative, and that’s my inclination,” she told
the New York Times. “But I’m also someone who is not afraid to be


protect constituents. Austin
residents and those who may
come to Austin should have
access to safe, legal
reproductive health care.”
Austin currently houses four
women’s health facilities that
provide abortions.
 
Local Progress member Lisa
Subeck, an Alderwoman in
Madison, WI, has announced
that she has majority support
from her colleagues to create
a mandatory buffer zone at
certain health facilities,
including abortion clinics.
 
This buffer zone is intended
to protect patients, doctors,
and other employees from
aggressive protestors who
often harass and intimidate
women who are seeking
reproductive services, while
still protecting the First
Amendment rights of the
protestors.
 
The law would ban
protesters from being within 8
feet of a person on public
property within a 160-foot-
protective zone, and comes
at an interesting time: buffer
zones at abortion clinics are
the subject of a new case to
be heard this year by the US
Supreme Court.


 


Eugene Plans
Divestment from
Fossil Fuels
 
The Eugene City Council has
unanimously decided to
create a divestment policy,
reducing city funds
investments in oil, coal and
natural gas companies.
 
The council, including Local
Progress member Betty
Taylor, has asked the City
Manager to construct a policy
that would ban the city from
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strong and firm.”
 


investing in companies with
holdings in fossil fuels, such
as ExxonMobil.  The policy
will also request that the
state not invest in such
companies on behalf of
public employees.
 
Eugene was forced to get
creative in its divestment
policy, since state law does
not allow cities to own direct
stock. However, the city is an
indirect investor through its
membership in a state-
sponsored investment pool.
The city has $37 million
dollars in the pool, about
$526,000 of which is
invested in oil, gas, and coal.


 


Local Progress is a national municipal policy network. For more information please visit
www.localprogress.org
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CPD on MSNBC: Defending Public Workers
 


 
Last week, Connie Razza, CPD’s Director of Strategic Research, was
invited to participate in a roundtable discussion on public sector
pensions on MSNBC’s Melissa Harris Perry. Connie discussed the
role of Wall Street recklessness in manufacturing funding shortfalls for
pensions, and the role that public workers play in our society and
economy.
 
Watch the segment here.
 
 


New Staff, New Partners, New Board
 
CPD is proud to continue growing our staff with talented, experienced
policy experts and organizers. This month, we welcome Oona
Chatterjee and Crystal Zermeno.
 
Welcome, Oona!
 


Oona Chatterjee comes to CPD after serving
for 2 years as the Associate Director of New
York City Organizing at the Annenberg
Institute for School Reform. In that role, she
worked with AISR's New York City team and
partner organizations throughout the city to
support parent and student organizing efforts
to advance school reform. Prior to coming to
AISR, Oona served for fifteen years as Co-
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CPD IN THE NEWS
 
As Wells Fargo is Accused
of Fabricating Foreclosure
Papers, Will Banks Keep
Escaping Prosecution?
3.21.2014, Democracy Now
 
Industry Attacks on ‘Scaffold
Law’ Put Construction
Workers on Shaky Ground
3.13.14, In These Times
 
Faltan traductores en
viviendas públicas de NYC
3.16.14, El Diario
 
CAMPAIGN NEWS
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Executive Director of Make the Road New
York, an organization which she co-founded


and which is one of the most respected and effective organizing
groups in the country. Make the Road New York is a core partner of
CPD. Oona’s work at MRNY included participating in the design,
creation and ongoing support of two small public schools, building vital
student and parent organizing programs within the organization, and
playing an important role in the founding of citywide and national
youth organizing coalitions to advance school reform.  She is a long-
time board member of the North Star Fund, a progressive NYC-based
foundation.
 
Welcome, Crystal!
 


Crystal Zermeno has worked for over 15
years in labor, politics and community
organizing. Most recently, she served as
Strategy and Development Director for the
Texas Organizing Project, developing and
implementing TOP’s statewide electoral
program, working with staff on strategic
policy and organizing campaigns,
fundraising, and offering technical support in
organizational development. Prior to joining
TOP, Crystal worked for the Service


Employees International Union as a researcher and political
coordinator for public employees, as well as the Justice for Janitors
and Stand for Security campaigns in California, Texas, and nationally.
Crystal has also worked on a number of political campaigns, including
a successful State Assembly race in Alameda County, California, and
the SEIU New Mexico effort in Albuquerque and Las Cruces to elect
President Obama.
 
New Core Partners
CPD continues to build new, strong, value-adding relationships with
leading base-building organizations around the country.
 


 
Texas Organizing Project, Our DC, Action North Carolina, and CASA
de Virginia and have all joined the CPD family as core partner
organizations.


Chicago Voters
Overwhelmingly Support $15
Living Wage
3.19.14, In These Times
 
Richmond May Soon Have
California's Highest Minimum
Wage
3.20.14, NBC Bay Area


 


CPD on Facebook
and Twitter


 
'Like' us on Facebook and


follow us on Twitter
(@popdemoc)


 


   


 


Local Progress
Tackles Economic
Fairness
 


 
Tomorrow in Seattle, Local
Progress, the national
network of progressive
municipal elected officials, is
co-hosting a Symposium
on Income Inequality,
bringing together elected
leaders from eight of the
nation’s largest cities to
discuss how best to
confront inequality and
raising the minimum wage.
 
CPD’s staff attorney and
Local Progress program
lead, Ady Barkan, and
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New Board Member
CPD welcomes the newest member of our Board of Directors, Jon
Hiatt.
 


Jonathan Hiatt is the Chief of Staff and
Executive Assistant to the President of the
AFL-CIO. He was appointed to the position
in September 2009, after serving for
fourteen years as the General Counsel of
the AFL-CIO. Hiatt previously served eight
years as General Counsel to the Service
Employees International Union, based in
Washington, D.C., where he directed the
union's legal department. Before that, he
was a partner in a union-side labor law firm
in Boston. He joined the firm in 1974, after
graduating from Berkeley Law School and


Harvard College.
 
 
 
 


CPD Rallies for Same Day Voter
Registration in Delaware 
 


 
CPD’s Director of Civic Engagement and Politics, Katrina Gamble,
has been playing a leading role in Delaware’s fight for same-day voter
registration, working closely with CPD’s core state partner Delaware
Alliance for Community Advancement.
 
The News Journal of Wilmington covered a recent press conference
including Katrina and elected officials advocating for same-day
registration, which will reduce barriers to voting and will serve as a
model policy for additional states.
 
Read more here.
 
 


CPD Represents at Hearing on Charters
 


CPD Policy Advocate Josie
Duffy played key roles in
coordinating and supporting
the event, which is free and
open to the public.
 
The other event sponsors
are Seattle University and
the office of Seattle Mayor
Ed Murray. Mayor Murray
has been a leader in the
fight for higher wages, after
being elected last
November on a platform
that included increasing the
minimum wage to $15.
 
City officials from New York,
Philadelphia, Chicago, San
Diego, San Jose, San
Francisco, Oakland, and
Seattle will be in
attendance.
 
Read the full article here.


 


Paid Sick Days
Expansion Becomes
Law in NYC
 
On March 20, Mayor Bill  de
Blasio signed into law an
expansion of the Earned
Sick Time Act, which CPD
and our partners helped to
win last year. Hundreds of
thousands of additional
workers will have the right
to take a paid day off to
care for themselves or a
sick family member.
 
Starting April  1, businesses
with 5 employees or more
will be required to provide
paid sick days (increased
from businesses with 15+
employees). The newly
expanded Earned Sick Time
Act will also:
 
- Include manufacturing
workers (who were
previously excluded).
- Extend the time in which
workers can file complaints.
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CPD’s Education Director, Kyle Serrette, recently traveled to
Philadelphia to participate in a daylong meeting with Pennsylvania’s
Auditor General to discuss accountability and effectiveness of charter
schools.
 
Kyle made clear that more oversight of charter schools is needed, and
called for “a comprehensive investigation that allows the public,
regulators, and legislators to better understand the depth of the
problem."
 
Read more here.
 
 


Please Support Us: CPD Gala Tonight
 


 
Tonight, CPD, alongside our c4 sister organization, Action for the
Common Good, is hosting our Annual Gala in Washington, DC. The
event is an opportunity to financially support CPD’s work and to meet
our partners from across the country. It’s not too late to join us.
 


Center for Popular Democracy’s Annual Gala
Thursday, March 27, 6-8 PM


National Education Association
1201 16th Street, NW


Washington, DC
 
We're proud to be honoring:
Mary Kay Henry                
President 
SEIU
 
And Celebrating:
Tefere Gebre
Executive Vice President  


- Expand the list of relatives
whom workers can care for
with their sick time to
include grandparents,
grandchildren, and siblings.
- Allow the City to
proactively enforce the law.
 
CPD thanks our partners
who helped drive this
victory: Make the Road New
York, the Working Families
Party, the NYC Paid Sick
Days Coalition, SEIU 32BJ,
Mayor de Blasio, Council
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Council Member
Margaret Chin (bill
sponsor), the Progressive
Caucus of the City Council,
and Manhattan Borough
President Gale Brewer.


 


Thank You, Brittny!
 
We wish the best of luck
and give our sincere thanks
to Brittny Saunders, who is
leaving Center for Popular
Democracy to join New
York Mayor Bill  de Blasio’s
administration as Deputy
Counsel to the Mayor.
 


 
Brittny was one of the first
staff to join the CPD team.
Her understated brilliance,
humor, and passion for the
work helped set the
standard for CPD's policy
team. She dove in, helping
us build out our policing,
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AFL-CIO
 
And recognizing CPD’s Core Partner Organizations.
 
More information is here: www.populardemocracy.org/gala
 
 


Home Defenders League: Making Waves to
Help Underwater Home Owners
 
Despite news reports of housing price increases in some markets—
and the return of record profits and bonuses on Wall Street—the
foreclosure crisis continues to impact many communities, especially
communities of color targeted for predatory lending. One in five
American homeowners are still “underwater” --owing more than their
homes are worth.
 
Democracy Now  interviewed the Home Defenders League’s National
Campaign Director Kevin Whelan on the continued lack of bank
accountability for the foreclosure crisis -- including a report by the
Department of Justice Inspector General that demonstrated that the
Department had made mortgage fraud a low priority.
 
In the interview, Kevin discussed the story of Lavinia Curry, an 86
year old grandmother in Irvington, NJ who fought foreclosure for three
years after Wells Fargo refused to accept her family’s attempts to pay
their mortgage in full after missing a single payment.
 
Click here to read the full article.
 


 


 


Celebrating Our Partners
 


 


CPD Partners Help Raise the Wage
 


education, immigration, and
racial justice policy portfolio.
As our workload grew, she
also helped build our
capacity -- recruiting and
overseeing our year-round
intern program and our
legal fellows.  
 
While at CPD, Brittny
played a critical role in
helping to launch the New
York Immigrant Family Unity
Project. NYIFUP is the
nation’s first public defender
program for detained
immigrants facing
deportation.
 
Brittny has been an
incredible asset for our
organization and partners.
We are so excited for her
new role, and look forward
to collaborating with her in
the years to come. 
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CPD’s Core State Partner organizations are helping to drive changes
in the minimum wage across the country, and this month, three cities
are making strides.
 
In Richmond, California, where our partner Alliance of Californians
for Community Empowerment is a part of a minimum wage coalition,
the city approved a $12.30 minimum wage to be enacted by 2017 –
one of the highest in the nation.
 
With ACCE’s help, Richmond has proven itself a progressive leader
tackling inequality; it is also aggressively fighting Wall Street,
pioneering groundbreaking measures to stave off foreclosures.
 
Further south in the Golden State, our partner Center on Policy
Initiatives is driving support for a minimum wage increase and earned
sick days for workers in San Diego. On March 12, CPI helped launch
the “Raise Up San Diego” campaign in support of a ballot measure for
November that will raise the minimum wage and guarantee paid sick
days to workers if approved. The campaign announced the support of
four city council members at its launch.
 
And in Chicago, our partner Action Now, is leading a campaign for a
$15 wage. On March 18, voters overwhelmingly approved a
nonbinding referendum, by an 87%-13% margin, expressing support
for a $15 minimum wage for large employers in the city. Those results
give elected officials a strong indicator of public support as the city
council considers raising the wage in the coming weeks.
 


 


Visit our website to learn more and to support our work.


  Follow us on Facebook!              Forward to a friend »              Twitter


The Center for Popular Democracy promotes equity, opportunity, and a dynamic democracy in partnership with innovative base-
building organizations, organizing networks and alliances, and progressive unions across the country. CPD builds the strength


and capacity of democratic organizations to envision and advance a pro-worker, pro-immigrant, racial justice agenda.
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February Newsletter                                                            Volume 2, Issue
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Do you have news you’d like featured in the Local Progress Newsletter?
Let us know!
 


 


Upcoming Local Progress Events
 


 


Racial Equity in Our Cities: A Webinar
on Strategies for Institutional Change
 
March 4, 2014, 2:30-3:30 Eastern


 
Racial inequities persist in our communities, including with respect to
education, jobs, housing, criminal justice, and health. Local
government is uniquely positioned to address these issues. Some
cities have begun to use “racial equity tools” to increase the skill of
staff members at identifying and eliminating structural inequality.
Others have passed specific policies, such as limitations on the use
of criminal background checks in employment decisions. This webinar
will highlight the work being done in these cities and lay out an
agenda for future efforts. It will feature an all-star lineup, including:


Glenn Harris, City of Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative
Betsy Hodges, Mayor, City of Minneapolis
Dante James, City of Portland Office of Equity and Human
Rights
Nick Licata, Councilmember, City of Seattle and Chair of
Local Progres
john powell, UC Berkeley Haas Institute for a Fair and
Inclusive Society
Julie Nelson, Senior Fellow, UC Berkeley Haas Institute for a
Fair and Inclusive Society (moderator)


In This Issue:
 
Re-Framing Urban Politics
 
New Board Members
 
Mayor Chockwe Lumumba
 
Workers' Rights
 
Immigration & Criminal
Justice
 
Cities & Technology
 
SF Bans the Box
 
Sustainable Cities


 


Income Inequality
Symposium
 
March 27, 2014
Seattle, Washington, DC
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Click here to register.
 
 


Re-Framing Urban Politics: A Local
Progress Session with George Lakoff
 
March 11, 2-3:30 PM Eastern
National League of Cities Conference
Marriott Wardman Park, Washington, DC
 
As part of the National League of Cities conference, Local Progress
will be co-hosting an afternoon session with George Lakoff. The
session, entitled “Re-Framing Urban Politics,” will help attendees
improve the way in which they frame their work and the political
debates in their communities.
 
Professor Lakoff, of UC Berkeley, is a cognitive linguist whose work
as applied to politics was popularized in his book Don't Think of an
Elephant!: Know Your Values and Frame the Debate--The Essential
Guide for Progressives.
 
In this session, which will be co-hosted by Democratic Municipal
Officials, Lakoff will discuss a number of high-profile public policy
debates and explain how you can reframe your local conversations in
order to win the support of voters, the media, and other decision-
makers in your community.
 
Click here to RSVP.
 
 


New Local Progress Board Members
 
We are excited to announce the induction of our two newest board
members:
 


Robin Kniech                                         Gayle McLaughlin
Denver City Councilwoman                Mayor of Richmond, CA
 
 


Progressive Cities Across the Country
Stand Up for Workers' Rights
 


 
Along with the City of Seattle,
Local Progress will co-host a
one-day symposium on
income inequality and the
minimum wage. Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray was
elected in November 2013 on
a platform that included
raising the city’s minimum
wage to $15 per hour.
Seattle’s plans are part of a
national movement of
progressive cities to combat
inequality by raising labor
standards and empowering
workers.
 
The symposium will feature
research on the state of
inequality and poverty in
Seattle; the impacts that a
minimum wage increase
would have on workers,
businesses, and the broader
economy; and the
experiences and plans of
other cities around the
country that are fighting to
create good jobs.
 
To join us in Seattle, click
here.


 


In Memoriam: Mayor
Chockwe Lumumba
 


 
Local Progress mourns the
untimely death of Jackson,
Mississippi Mayor Chockwe
Lumumba, a prominent
human rights attorney who
took office last July and this
January led a successful
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Crowd shows support for wage hike at Santa Fe County Commission meeting.
 
Municipalities have continued to be the strongest advocates of higher
wages and better conditions for low-wage workers. Just this week,
the Santa Fe County Commission voted unanimously to raise the
minimum wage for all workers to $10.66 from $7.50 and tie the wage
to inflation. Minimum wage efforts continue to gain momentum in
other jurisdictions, including in Seattle, where elected officials and
advocates are calling for a $15 minimum wage.
 
To RSVP for the Minimum Wage Symposium sponsored by Seattle
City Council and Local Progress, please click here.
 
In Jersey City, paid sick leave is officially in effect, meaning that tens
of thousands of employees don’t have to worry about losing their
jobs or paychecks when they get sick. And as more cities take action,
states are following suit. Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and
Vermont are all considering new Paid Sick Days legislation. For more
information, check out “Paid Leave Laws Catch On Across the
Nation” a recent article on NPR, or Bill  Moyer’s article, “Why Paid
Sick Leave is Good for Business.”
 
Other cities are proposing supportive policies for workers, as well. In
Denver, new Local Progress Board Member Robin Kniech fought
hard for a new workforce housing development, which will provide
affordable housing and facilities for workers.
 


New York City: Curbing Police Abuse
& Expanding Immigrants' Rights
 


Advocates in NYC rally to call  for the reform of bias-based policing tactics.
 


campaign to invest in the
city’s infrastructure funded
through an increased sales
tax.
 
Lumumba, whom Al Jazeera
called “America’s most
revolutionary mayor” had,
earlier in his life, been a
leader in the Republic of
New Afrika, which sought
independence for southern
states, and the Malcolm X
Grassroots Movement.
Lumumba died on February
26, at the age of 66.
 
Lumumba’s early mayoral
leadership in Jackson was
hailed as a great success –
creating more transparency
in government, spurring
equitable development, and
beginning to rebuild the city’s
infrastructure. “He has done
a great deal in the last couple
of months to change the
culture of government in
Jackson,” said City Council
member Melvin Priester Jr.
 
“His young administration
has been a great beacon of
hope for so many of us,” said
Mississippi Democratic Party
Chairman Rickey Cole. “He
was just beginning to make
an effective start tackling the
long-neglected challenges
faced by our capital city.”


 


Cities and
Technology
 


 
Local Progress member Alex
Torpey hasn’t even had his
ten-year high school reunion
yet. But he’s already
becoming one of the most
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Local Progress member Bill de Blasio continues to make
progressive strides as mayor of New York City. Earlier this month, the
Mayor announced that the city would drop its appeal of a federal
court’s ruling against the police department’s stop and frisk program,
and he confirmed that the city would keep in place critical remedies
curbing stop and frisk.
 
“The values and the strategies that keep people safe, and that really
give us lasting safety, those values are not compatible with a broken
and misused stop-and-frisk policy,” said Mayor de Blasio.
 
And two weeks ago, de Blasio also introduced new proposed
Municipal ID legislation, a policy that would provide government
identification to all residents, regardless of their citizenship or
immigration status.
 
“To all of my fellow New Yorkers who are undocumented, I say: New
York City is your home, too, and we will not force any of our residents
to live their lives in the shadows,” said de Blasio. 
 
Municipal IDs have been found to increase access to critical services
for residents, including opening bank accounts, visiting medical
professionals, signing leases, and registering children for
neighborhood programs.
 
Local Progress member Carlos Menchaca, the immigration chair of
the New York City Council, is a strong proponent of the program and
said, “We want to make sure that this card is available to multiple
constituencies in this city.”
 
 


Preventing Recidivism in San
Francisco by "Banning the Box"
 
Thanks to Local Progress members, San Francisco unanimously
passed a new “ban the box” law earlier this month. Supervisors Malia
Cohen and Jane Kim, both members of Local Progress, authored
the legislation, which forbids most employers and housing providers
from asking potential applicants or residents about their criminal
history.
 
While the city has had a similar regulation in place for applicants for
public employment since 2006, this new regulation is much more
expansive. It is especially important for people in California, where 1
in 4 resident adults has a record of arrest or conviction.
 
“This was born out of a desire to provide real employment and
housing opportunities for people with a conviction history,” said
Cohen. “Access to housing and employment is key to preventing
recidivism and increasing public safety in our community.”
 
 


Sustainable and Healthy Cities
 
Cities all over the nation are working to protect the environment and
encourage a healthier lifestyle for their residents. San Francisco has
introduced a soda tax proposal, which will be on the ballot this
November. Cincinnati has started a bike share program, the first of


interesting young voices in
local politics. He was just 23
when he decided to run for
Village President of South
Orange, NJ. He won by only
13 votes.
 
Today Torpey is in his third
year in the job, and has been
focused on transparency and
tech innovation. He’s put the
town budget on OpenGov so
that citizens can access it for
easy analysis and is
currently working on a new
tech venture called Veracity
Media. Torpey was recently
featured in this Next City
article about public service,
innovative government, and
the next wave of dedicated
politicians.
 
And Torpey’s not the only
one interested in new ways
to integrate technology into
transparency and connecting
with constituents. New York
City Councilman Brad
Lander has recently agreed
to participate in a pilot
program called AskThem.io.
The website, which launched
just last month, allows
anyone to ask an elected
official a question. If enough
other users vote for a
question, the elected official
will then answer it publicly.
Lander is one of the first few
dozen elected officials to
participate. If you’d like to
sign up, go to
www.AskThem.io.
 
And in more city and tech
news, a recent Times article
entitled “Technology is Not
Driving Us Apart After All”
cited sociologist Keith
Hampton’s recent study,
which concluded that access
to technology made city
residents surprisingly more
likely to spend time in public
spaces and interact in
groups.
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its kind in the state.
 
And in Los Angeles, the City Council is considering something
especially innovative. Just last week the Council decided to consider
allowing backyard beekeeping within the city. Beekeeping has grown
in popularity lately among citizens interested in urban farming and
concerned about the health of honeybees.
 


Local Progress is a national municipal policy network. For more information please visit
www.localprogress.org
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From: Nick Licata
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: ALEC is coming to a city near you
Date: Friday, March 21, 2014 12:32:16 PM


 


 


Dear Shereda,
 
There are two competing visions for the future of America.
 
In one, corporations and the super-rich dictate what happens to our economy, our education system,
our environment, and our elections.
 
In the other, the rest of us work together to build an inclusive economy, support strong public schools,
create sustainable cities, and expand the right to vote.
 
At Local Progress, we work every day for the second vision.
 
But the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) has been pushing the first vision for over forty
years. ALEC has been feeding their model legislation to right-wing politicians in statehouses across the
country. They’re responsible for some of the nation’s worst policies: from “Stand Your Ground” laws
like the one that set Trayvon Martin’s killer free to "Show Your Papers" legislation like SB1070 in
Arizona, ALEC has been behind tons of harmful state-level conservative legislation.
 
Just last week, ALEC announced a new initiative that focuses on cities, towns, and counties.
They're calling it the American City County Exchange. You can be sure they're going to be bringing
their regressive, destructive policies to a city near you.
 
But we can fight back.
 
Help us fight back.
 
Local Progress is a champion for our values and is
rooted at the local level, where progressives are
already wielding power and enacting laws to build
a future we can all share in.
 
At the local level, we’ve got the momentum.
Cities around the country are working to enact
higher minimum wages, with Seattle leading the
way with its $15 proposal. And Local Progress is
working with lawmakers in Chicago, Oakland, New
York City, San Diego, San Jose, and San
Francisco who also want to raise their minimum wage significantly.
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Next week in Seattle, we're convening a meeting with city council members and mayors from around
the country to share strategies and advance the minimum wage movement. But we’re not only
discussing policy – we’re also working to build solidarity around a shared vision of what American can
and should be.
 
With ALEC spreading from state houses into city halls, all of our jobs are that much more
important. And that's why we need your help.
 
Bringing elected officials together in Seattle next week will cost us about $10,000. And we need more
funding to expand Local Progress’s work to new issues and new cities around the country. This is how
we will beat ALEC at their own game.
 
Can you support Local Progress -- the only progressive network of municipal elected officials
nationwide -- to advance a forward-looking, progressive agenda at the city level?
 
Every $10 helps.
 
Thanks for all  you do,
 
Nick Licata
Seattle City Councilmember
Local Progress Board Chair
 
 


Local Progress is a national municipal policy network. For more information please visit
www.localprogress.org
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From: Ady Barkan
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: ALEC is coming to a city near you
Date: Friday, March 21, 2014 1:51:04 PM


 
CPD is proud to staff Local Progress, the network of elected municipal
officials. The following is an important message from Seattle Council
member Nick Licata.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ady Barkan
Center for Popular Democracy
 
 
 
Dear Supporter,
 
There are two competing visions for the future of America.
 
In one, corporations and the super-rich dictate what happens to our
economy, our education system, our environment, and our elections.
 
In the other, the rest of us work together to build an inclusive
economy, support strong public schools, create sustainable cities, and
expand the right to vote.


 
Local Progress is a network
of hundreds of local elected
officials from around the
country committed to a
strong economy, equal
justice, livable cities, and
effective government.


 


But the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) has been pushing the first vision for over forty
years. ALEC has been feeding their model legislation to right-wing politicians in statehouses across the
country. They’re responsible for some of the nation’s worst policies: from “Stand Your Ground” laws like
the one that set Trayvon Martin’s killer free to "Show Your Papers" legislation like SB1070 in Arizona.
ALEC has been behind tons of harmful state-level conservative legislation.
 
Just last week, ALEC announced a new initiative that focuses on cities, towns, and counties.
They're calling it the American City County Exchange. You can be sure they're going to be bringing their
regressive, destructive policies to a city near you.


But we can fight back.
 
Help us fight back.
 
Local Progress is a champion for our values and is rooted
at the local level, where progressives are already wielding
power and enacting laws to build a future we can all share
in.
 
At the local level, we’ve got the momentum. Cities
around the country are working to enact higher minimum
wages, with Seattle leading the way with its $15 proposal.
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And Local Progress is working with lawmakers in Chicago,
Oakland, New York City, San Diego, San Jose, and San
Francisco who also want to raise their minimum wage significantly.
 
Next week in Seattle, we're convening a meeting with city council members and mayors from around the
country to share strategies and advance the minimum wage movement. But we’re not only discussing
policy – we’re also working to build solidarity around a shared vision of what American can and should be.
 
With ALEC spreading from state houses into city halls, all of our jobs are that much more
important. And that's why we need your help.
 
Bringing elected officials together in Seattle next week will cost us about $10,000. And we need more
funding to expand Local Progress’s work to new issues and new cities around the country. This is how we
will beat ALEC at their own game.
 
Can you support Local Progress -- the only progressive network of municipal elected officials nationwide --
to advance a forward-looking, progressive agenda at the city level?
 
Every $10 helps.
 
Thanks for all  you do,
 
Nick Licata
Seattle City Councilmember
Local Progress Board Chair
 


 


Visit our website to learn more and to support our work.


  Follow us on Facebook!              Forward to a friend »              Twitter


The Center for Popular Democracy promotes equity, opportunity, and a dynamic democracy in partnership with innovative base-
building organizations, organizing networks and alliances, and progressive unions across the country. CPD builds the strength


and capacity of democratic organizations to envision and advance a pro-worker, pro-immigrant, racial justice agenda.


This message was sent to snosakhare@oaklandnet.com from:


The Center for Popular Democracy | 802 Kent Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11205, USA


Unsubscribe



http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpopulardemocracy.org%2Fcampaign%2Fconnecting-elected-officials-local-progress%3Ftab%3Dcnt

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpopulardemocracy.org%2Fabout

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fpopulardemocracy.org%2Fdonate

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpopulardemocracy

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpopulardemocracy

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpopulardemocracy

https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/forward?m=241432&s=31278213&c=LVP8&cid=1258671

https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/forward?m=241432&s=31278213&c=LVP8&cid=1258671

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fpopdemoc

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=241432&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fpopdemoc

http://app.icontact.com/icp/mmail-mprofile.pl?r=31278213&l=11500&s=LVP8&m=241432&c=1258671






From: Jennifer Webber
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: Councilmember Reid proposal
Date: Tuesday, April 01, 2014 1:04:41 PM


Hi Shereda -


Is the text of Councilmember Reid's minimum wage proposal available?


Thank you!


Jenn Webber


PS - Nice piece in the Post on your and other Emerge women!
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From: Schaaf, Libby
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: FW: Racial Equity, Workers’ Rights, and the Legacy of a Great Mayor
Date: Friday, February 28, 2014 12:43:19 PM


 
 


From: Local Progress, the National Municipal Policy Network [mailto:abarkan@populardemocracy.org] 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2014 9:40 AM
To: Schaaf, Libby
Subject: Racial Equity, Workers’ Rights, and the Legacy of a Great Mayor
 


 


 
 


February Newsletter                                                            Volume 2, Issue
4


Do you have news you’d like featured in the Local Progress Newsletter?
Let us know!
 


 


Upcoming Local Progress Events
 


 


Racial Equity in Our Cities: A Webinar
on Strategies for Institutional Change
 
March 4, 2014, 2:30-3:30 Eastern


 
Racial inequities persist in our communities, including with respect to
education, jobs, housing, criminal justice, and health. Local
government is uniquely positioned to address these issues. Some
cities have begun to use “racial equity tools” to increase the skill of
staff members at identifying and eliminating structural inequality.
Others have passed specific policies, such as limitations on the use
of criminal background checks in employment decisions. This webinar
will highlight the work being done in these cities and lay out an
agenda for future efforts. It will feature an all-star lineup, including:


Glenn Harris, City of Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative
Betsy Hodges, Mayor, City of Minneapolis


In This Issue:
 
Re-Framing Urban Politics
 
New Board Members
 
Mayor Chockwe Lumumba
 
Workers' Rights
 
Immigration & Criminal
Justice
 
Cities & Technology
 
SF Bans the Box
 
Sustainable Cities


 


Income Inequality
Symposium
 
March 27, 2014
Seattle, Washington, DC
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Dante James, City of Portland Office of Equity and Human
Rights
Nick Licata, Councilmember, City of Seattle and Chair of
Local Progres
john powell, UC Berkeley Haas Institute for a Fair and
Inclusive Society
Julie Nelson, Senior Fellow, UC Berkeley Haas Institute for a
Fair and Inclusive Society (moderator)


Click here to register.
 
 


Re-Framing Urban Politics: A Local
Progress Session with George Lakoff
 
March 11, 2-3:30 PM Eastern
National League of Cities Conference
Marriott Wardman Park, Washington, DC
 
As part of the National League of Cities conference, Local Progress
will be co-hosting an afternoon session with George Lakoff. The
session, entitled “Re-Framing Urban Politics,” will help attendees
improve the way in which they frame their work and the political
debates in their communities.
 
Professor Lakoff, of UC Berkeley, is a cognitive linguist whose work
as applied to politics was popularized in his book Don't Think of an
Elephant!: Know Your Values and Frame the Debate--The Essential
Guide for Progressives.
 
In this session, which will be co-hosted by Democratic Municipal
Officials, Lakoff will discuss a number of high-profile public policy
debates and explain how you can reframe your local conversations in
order to win the support of voters, the media, and other decision-
makers in your community.
 
Click here to RSVP.
 
 


New Local Progress Board Members
 
We are excited to announce the induction of our two newest board
members:
 


Robin Kniech                                         Gayle McLaughlin
Denver City Councilwoman                Mayor of Richmond, CA
 
 


Progressive Cities Across the Country
Stand Up for Workers' Rights
 


 
Along with the City of Seattle,
Local Progress will co-host a
one-day symposium on
income inequality and the
minimum wage. Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray was
elected in November 2013 on
a platform that included
raising the city’s minimum
wage to $15 per hour.
Seattle’s plans are part of a
national movement of
progressive cities to combat
inequality by raising labor
standards and empowering
workers.
 
The symposium will feature
research on the state of
inequality and poverty in
Seattle; the impacts that a
minimum wage increase
would have on workers,
businesses, and the broader
economy; and the
experiences and plans of
other cities around the
country that are fighting to
create good jobs.
 
To join us in Seattle, click
here.


 


In Memoriam: Mayor
Chockwe Lumumba
 


 
Local Progress mourns the
untimely death of Jackson,
Mississippi Mayor Chockwe
Lumumba, a prominent
human rights attorney who
took office last July and this
January led a successful
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Crowd shows support for wage hike at Santa Fe County Commission meeting.
 
Municipalities have continued to be the strongest advocates of higher
wages and better conditions for low-wage workers. Just this week,
the Santa Fe County Commission voted unanimously to raise the
minimum wage for all workers to $10.66 from $7.50 and tie the wage
to inflation. Minimum wage efforts continue to gain momentum in
other jurisdictions, including in Seattle, where elected officials and
advocates are calling for a $15 minimum wage.
 
To RSVP for the Minimum Wage Symposium sponsored by Seattle
City Council and Local Progress, please click here.
 
In Jersey City, paid sick leave is officially in effect, meaning that tens
of thousands of employees don’t have to worry about losing their
jobs or paychecks when they get sick. And as more cities take action,
states are following suit. Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and
Vermont are all considering new Paid Sick Days legislation. For more
information, check out “Paid Leave Laws Catch On Across the
Nation” a recent article on NPR, or Bill  Moyer’s article, “Why Paid
Sick Leave is Good for Business.”
 
Other cities are proposing supportive policies for workers, as well. In
Denver, new Local Progress Board Member Robin Kniech fought
hard for a new workforce housing development, which will provide
affordable housing and facilities for workers.
 


New York City: Curbing Police Abuse
& Expanding Immigrants' Rights
 


Advocates in NYC rally to call  for the reform of bias-based policing tactics.
 


campaign to invest in the
city’s infrastructure funded
through an increased sales
tax.
 
Lumumba, whom Al Jazeera
called “America’s most
revolutionary mayor” had,
earlier in his life, been a
leader in the Republic of
New Afrika, which sought
independence for southern
states, and the Malcolm X
Grassroots Movement.
Lumumba died on February
26, at the age of 66.
 
Lumumba’s early mayoral
leadership in Jackson was
hailed as a great success –
creating more transparency
in government, spurring
equitable development, and
beginning to rebuild the city’s
infrastructure. “He has done
a great deal in the last couple
of months to change the
culture of government in
Jackson,” said City Council
member Melvin Priester Jr.
 
“His young administration
has been a great beacon of
hope for so many of us,” said
Mississippi Democratic Party
Chairman Rickey Cole. “He
was just beginning to make
an effective start tackling the
long-neglected challenges
faced by our capital city.”


 


Cities and
Technology
 


 
Local Progress member Alex
Torpey hasn’t even had his
ten-year high school reunion
yet. But he’s already
becoming one of the most
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Local Progress member Bill de Blasio continues to make
progressive strides as mayor of New York City. Earlier this month, the
Mayor announced that the city would drop its appeal of a federal
court’s ruling against the police department’s stop and frisk program,
and he confirmed that the city would keep in place critical remedies
curbing stop and frisk.
 
“The values and the strategies that keep people safe, and that really
give us lasting safety, those values are not compatible with a broken
and misused stop-and-frisk policy,” said Mayor de Blasio.
 
And two weeks ago, de Blasio also introduced new proposed
Municipal ID legislation, a policy that would provide government
identification to all residents, regardless of their citizenship or
immigration status.
 
“To all of my fellow New Yorkers who are undocumented, I say: New
York City is your home, too, and we will not force any of our residents
to live their lives in the shadows,” said de Blasio. 
 
Municipal IDs have been found to increase access to critical services
for residents, including opening bank accounts, visiting medical
professionals, signing leases, and registering children for
neighborhood programs.
 
Local Progress member Carlos Menchaca, the immigration chair of
the New York City Council, is a strong proponent of the program and
said, “We want to make sure that this card is available to multiple
constituencies in this city.”
 
 


Preventing Recidivism in San
Francisco by "Banning the Box"
 
Thanks to Local Progress members, San Francisco unanimously
passed a new “ban the box” law earlier this month. Supervisors Malia
Cohen and Jane Kim, both members of Local Progress, authored
the legislation, which forbids most employers and housing providers
from asking potential applicants or residents about their criminal
history.
 
While the city has had a similar regulation in place for applicants for
public employment since 2006, this new regulation is much more
expansive. It is especially important for people in California, where 1
in 4 resident adults has a record of arrest or conviction.
 
“This was born out of a desire to provide real employment and
housing opportunities for people with a conviction history,” said
Cohen. “Access to housing and employment is key to preventing
recidivism and increasing public safety in our community.”
 
 


Sustainable and Healthy Cities
 
Cities all over the nation are working to protect the environment and
encourage a healthier lifestyle for their residents. San Francisco has
introduced a soda tax proposal, which will be on the ballot this
November. Cincinnati has started a bike share program, the first of


interesting young voices in
local politics. He was just 23
when he decided to run for
Village President of South
Orange, NJ. He won by only
13 votes.
 
Today Torpey is in his third
year in the job, and has been
focused on transparency and
tech innovation. He’s put the
town budget on OpenGov so
that citizens can access it for
easy analysis and is
currently working on a new
tech venture called Veracity
Media. Torpey was recently
featured in this Next City
article about public service,
innovative government, and
the next wave of dedicated
politicians.
 
And Torpey’s not the only
one interested in new ways
to integrate technology into
transparency and connecting
with constituents. New York
City Councilman Brad
Lander has recently agreed
to participate in a pilot
program called AskThem.io.
The website, which launched
just last month, allows
anyone to ask an elected
official a question. If enough
other users vote for a
question, the elected official
will then answer it publicly.
Lander is one of the first few
dozen elected officials to
participate. If you’d like to
sign up, go to
www.AskThem.io.
 
And in more city and tech
news, a recent Times article
entitled “Technology is Not
Driving Us Apart After All”
cited sociologist Keith
Hampton’s recent study,
which concluded that access
to technology made city
residents surprisingly more
likely to spend time in public
spaces and interact in
groups.
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its kind in the state.
 
And in Los Angeles, the City Council is considering something
especially innovative. Just last week the Council decided to consider
allowing backyard beekeeping within the city. Beekeeping has grown
in popularity lately among citizens interested in urban farming and
concerned about the health of honeybees.
 


Local Progress is a national municipal policy network. For more information please visit
www.localprogress.org
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From: Local Progress, the National Municipal Policy Network
To: Nosakhare, Shereda
Subject: Join Us for Three Exciting Local Progress Events in March
Date: Thursday, February 13, 2014 10:06:21 AM


 


 


 
In March, Local Progress is hosting events on:


The minimum wage and inequality
Racial equity
Communicating our progressive message to the public


See below for more information and please join us for these exciting events.
 
 


Income Inequality Symposium - Seattle, WA - March 27, 2014
 
Along with the City of Seattle, Local Progress will co-host a one-day symposium
on income inequality and the minimum wage. Seattle Mayor Ed Murray was
elected in November, 2013 on a platform that included raising the city’s minimum
wage to $15 per hour. Seattle’s plans are part of a national movement of
progressive cities to combat inequality by raising labor standards and
empowering workers.
 
The symposium will feature research on the state of inequality and poverty in
Seattle; the impacts that a minimum wage increase would have on workers, businesses, and the
broader economy; and the experiences and plans of other cities around the country that are fighting to
create good jobs.
 
To join us in Seattle, click here.
 
 


Racial Equity in Our Cities: A
Webinar on Strategies and
Opportunities for Sustainable
Institutional Change


 
March 4, 2014, 2:30-3:3:30 Eastern
 


Re-Framing Urban Politics: A
Local Progress Session with
George Lakoff at the 2014
National League of Cities
Conference
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Racial inequities persist in our communities,
including with respect to education, jobs, housing,
criminal justice, and health. Local government is
uniquely positioned to combat racial inequity.
Some cities have begun to use “racial equity
tools” to combat inequality, including racial equity
training to increase the  skill of staff members at
identifying and eliminating structural barriers.
Others have passed specific policies that are
focused on equity, such as limitations on the use
of criminal background checks in employment
decisions. This webinar will highlight the work
being done in these cities and lay out an agenda
for future efforts. It will feature:


Glenn Harris, City of Seattle Race and
Social Justice Initiative
Betsy Hodges, Mayor, City of Minneapolis
Dante James, City of Portland Office of
Equity and Human Rights
Nick Licata, Councilmember, City of
Seattle and Chair of Local Progres
john powell, UC Berkely Haas Institute for
a Fair and Inclusive Society
Julie Nelson, Senior Fellow with the Haas
Institute for a Fair and Inclusive Society at
UC Berkeley (moderator)


Click here to register.
 


 
March 11, 2:00-3:30 pm Eastern, Marriott
Wardman Park, Washington, DC


As part of the National League of Cities
conference, which will bring together more than
2,000 elected and appointed city leaders to focus
on the federal policy issues that are important to
local governments, Local Progress will be co-
hosting an afternoon session with George Lakoff.
 
The session, entitled "Re-Framing Urban
Politics," will help attendees improve the way in
which they frame their work and the political
debates in their communities.
 
Professor Lakoff, of UC Berkeley, is a cognitive
linguist whose work as applied to politics was
popularized in his book Don't Think of an
Elephant!: Know Your Values and Frame the
Debate--The Essential Guide for Progressives.
 
In this session, which will be co-hosted by
Democratic Municipal Officials, Lakoff will discuss
a number of high-profile public policy debates and
explain how you can reframe your local
conversations in order to win the support of
voters, the media, and other decision-makers in
your community.
 
Space is limited. RSVP here to attend.
 


Local Progress is a national municipal policy network. For more information please visit
www.localprogress.org
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https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/forward?m=234949&s=31278213&c=LVP8&cid=1258671

https://app.icontact.com/icp/core/message/forward?m=234949&s=31278213&c=LVP8&cid=1258671

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=31278213&msgid=234949&act=LVP8&c=1258671&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fww.localprogress.org

http://app.icontact.com/icp/mmail-mprofile.pl?r=31278213&l=11500&s=LVP8&m=234949&c=1258671



