Todd, Amber

From; Kek, Michael

Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 9:13 AM

To: Schlenk, Sarah; Johnson, Bradley; Hom, Donna; Sanchez, Arturo M; Blackwell, Fred
Subject: CMs Kaplan and Reid's Request for ShotSpotter Funding

Attachments: Kaplan_Reid_Shotspetter Funding.pdf

Good Morning: Attached is a letter we got from Councilmembers Kaplan and Reid requesting that ShotSpotter be
funded in the FY 2013-15 Budget. | didn’t see any see CCs in the letter so please disregard if you already have a copy.

We've already identified this as a budget issue but we’ll underline it now for extra emphasis.

Michael Kolana Kek

City of Oakland

City Administrator Officer - Budget Office
510.238.4906




CITY or OAKLAND

CITY HALL « 1 FRANK H., OGAWA PLAZA » QAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 946132

- Rebecca D, Kaplan (510) 238-7008
, Councilmember At Large . FAX (510) 2386910
‘ TDD (510) 839-6451
- March 24, 2014

] Hon, Jean Quen, Mayor

City of Oakland

g’ 1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza
i Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mayor Quan:

We write to formally request that your Administration protect public safety and fight gun
crime in Oakland by continuing to fund ShotSpotter in the FY 13-15 budget.

ShotSpotter, which Oakland and other pitiss have used successfully for several years, is a cutting-edge

! acoustic technology that detects gunshots aud provides the specific Jocation and number of shots fired,

' This information allows law enforcement to respond rapidly to the precise location of gun crimes as they
oceur. Alartsare deployed directly to police officers, which can significantly Improve response time,

Recently, we loarned — through the news media — that your Adininistration is considering terminating the

. ' City of Oakland's ShotSpotter services. Last year, ShotSpotier recorded the discharge of 16,557 rounds of

-~ —aromunition o 4,536 specilic ineidents of gunfire. We face a serlong crisis of gun viclence in Oakland
' and we believe that eliminating ShotSpotter would be a grave mistake,

Because the human ear cannot tell the locatian from which a gunshot came, people reporting that they
have heard gunshots eannot always assist officers in responding directly to the correct location, which
delays response time as officers search a wider area ShotSpotler, by contrast, allows officers to respond
directly to a specific location,

i

f Bacause many more shots are detected by the technology ttan the muber of 9~1~1, calls, cutting this

technology would dramatically redues information eritical to fighting gun violence, In one particular area

examined ~ 34 square wmile over a year's time —~ there were 400 incidents of gunfire detected by
ShotSpotter. During that time, police received only 65 calls reporting punfive in that same avea. In fact,
the locations with the most gunshots had no agsociated 9-1-1 calls (see Enclosure),

. . Improving rosponse thme i cxitical to tmproving public safety. In one dovumented case, officers ..
responded to a ShotSpotier activation immediately — several minutes before the first 9-1-1 call - and were :
successful in apprehending the shooter, 'The time saved was likely critical in making this arrest. :

1

i




e

It i true that almost all law enforcement functions, including ShotSpotter, do require adequate personnel
to be fully effective. We do need more police officers, evidence techniclans and othar staf® o make the
best use of this techuology — and any technology. ShotSpotter, alone, is not enough.

It is our understanding that the size of our police fores is significanily smaller than the level funded and
authorized by the Oakland City Council — and we need continued work to bring the foree to the staffing
levels we funded. And we should effectively uge all resouress we can bring to hear — including effactive,
cutting-edge technology —~ to prevent and solve erbmes in our aity.

We look forward to reviewing your badget revision proposal. Please know, however, that
we could not vote to support any proposal that eliminates funding for ShotSpotter.

Reducing gon violence should be a top priority for our city. ShotSpotteris a “smart on crime” and cost-
effective way to enhance this work — at a cost of $300,000 for the year to continue with the existing
networlk, or $400,000 to keep the existing network and add Downtown/Lake Merritt - continuing and
expanding our work with ShotSpotter is an excellent investment in public safety. We urge your
Adrninistration to submit to the City Councfl a budget that reflects that.

Sincerely,

REBECCA B KAPLAN
Council President Pro Tempore

Enclosure
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“usable 9-1-1 call” is

ftr 12 mile and 20 minutes
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