
C I T Y  O F  O A K L A N D  
AGENDA REPORT 

TO: 
ATTN: Deborah Edgerly 
FROM: Police Department 
DATE: October 14,2003 

Office of the City Manager 

RE: An Informational Report from the Chief of Police on Current Policy, 
Procedures, and Precautions Used for Vehicle Pursuits in the City of Oakland 

SUMMARY 

This report outlines the policy and procedures to be followed by Department personnel regarding 
vehicle pursuits in the City of Oakland. These procedures provide specific criteria and direction 
to Department personnel and are intended to reduce potential hazards to the general public and to 
the officers engaged in vehicle pursuits. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

This is an informational report. 

BACKGROUND 

In November of 1999, the Police Department, in concert with staff from the City Attorney’s 
Office, began a process to update the Department’s emergency driving and pursuit policy 
(General Order 5-4, copy attached). At that time, officers could engage in a vehicle pursuit for 
any offense including minor traffic infractions. The intention of the update was to institute a 
“best practices” model in this area and reduce the potential civil liability exposure of the City. A 
new policy was adopted in April 2000 and all officers, supervisors and command staff received 
training on the new policy. 

KEY ISSUES AND IMPACTS 

Pursuit Objectives and Priorities 

The purpose of all vehicle pursuits is “to safely apprehend violators when they refuse to 
voluntarily comply with the law without unnecessarily endangering citizens, Department 
personnel and property. The protection of human life shall always be the primary 
consideration.” ’ 
The policy additionally states: “Whenever officers pursue an offender, they shall continually 
weigh the risk of collision against the gravity of the offense which prompted the pursuit. 

Oakland Police Department General Order J-4: ”Emergency Driving, Pursuit (Code 3), Pursuit 1 

Intervention, & Safety Belt Regulations” (Rev. 18 Apr 00), Section II.C.l 

Item: 3 
Public Safety Committee 
October 14, 2003 




























































